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Preface

Our temple Ryokeiji has issued a monthly
Dharma card for more than ten years, and the first
half of the archives were already published as
Dewdrops of Dharma in 2006. Now the latter half is
published here as Towards the Seat of Dharma
Hearing containing forty-eight Dharma cards
selected from the seventy-two issued during the past
six years. The title comes directly from the 39th card,
but the idea is that all people are called by the
Buddha to take the seat of Dharma hearing in order
to attain their true happiness as human beings.

Incidentally the Japanese version is also
published from Tankyusha Co. in Kyoto.

I must acknowledge Dr. Alfred Bloom’s consistent
assistance and encouragement for as many years as
a native speaker and an authority of Shin Buddhism
in America. He also appreciates this publication by
writing a foreword as a special contribution.

This home-made (PDF) publication is my first
attempt, but I sincerely hope that it will open the
broad way for the Shin Buddhist spirit to spread
worldwide.

I will be awaiting the readers’ response at any
time.

Rev. Koju Fujieda
(e-mail: ryokeiji@mail.goo.ne.jp)
Ryokeiji Temple
(URL: http://ryokeiji.net)

November 20, 2011
(on my 78

th
birthday)
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Foreword

Alfred Bloom

Over some six years, Rev. Koju Fujieda has striven to

share the teaching of Shin Buddhism, the path of

compassion of Amida Buddha's unconditional, universal

Vow, through his monthly Dharma Cards. He sends these

short, pithy messages to anyone seeking to learn about the

teaching and to deepen their spiritual sensitivity to the world

around them and to their human relations. They are

accompanied by beautiful pictures painted by Ms Miyoko

Tutsumi, bringing color and beauty to the collection.

Drawing insight from many sources, Fujieda Sensei

wishes us to hear the Dharma as it comes to us through

these many individual voices and experiences we encounter

everyday. These encounters cast light on our own lives,

revealing our true natures. It is clear that the Seat of
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Hearing the Dharma is life itself in its wondrous diversity.

Every experience can be an opportunity to hear the

Dharma. The term Seat suggests a place and position. We

are all in a place and every place and position is an

opportunity to nourish our spirits. In this short volume, he

has gathered a selection of 48 of his brief essays, providing

a handy resource for reflection.

Rev. Fujieda is humbly fulfilling the Bodhisattva's role.

As it states in the poem on Weighty Vows in the Larger

Pure Land Sutra, the Bodhisattva promises to open the

Dharma treasury and proclaim it universally among the

masses with a lion's roar.
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<January>

1) Dear Light

When His Dear Light reaches me,

The entangled state of my mind

Seems to be mellowed of itself.

--- Eiichi Enom oto

---by M iyoko Tsutsum i
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The poet Eiichi Enomoto (1903---1998), born in
Awajishima,ran a small cosmetic shop in Higashi
Osaka. He continuously composed “poems of light”
on himself and his world through the eye of his
devout faith (hence nine collections of his poems
published) and in 1994 he was awarded a Buddhism
Propagation Prize.

This year, too, our minds may be entangled in
some way or other, but it is hoped that we will
encounter the Dear Light of Amida Buddha to direct
us all the time.

* * * * * *

The light of compassion illumines us from afar;

Those beings it reaches, it is taught,

Attain the joy of Dharma,

So take refuge in Amida, the great consolation.

---Shinran’s Hymn of the Pure Land

Where does His Light come from? From
worshipping the Buddha, Dharma, and Sangha, that is,
when you worship the Buddha, hear the Dharma, and
practice the Nembutsu life, His Light is sure to be felt in
yourself.

All this starts with taking the seat of Dharma
hearing.
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<January>

2) Wisdom and Knowledge

The light of wisdom exceeds all measure,

And every finite living being

Receives this illumination that is like the dawn,

So take refuge in Amida, the true and real light.

--- Shinran's Hymn of the Pure Land

---Painted by Miyoko Tsutsumi
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Worshipping the Light of Infinity on New Year's
day, I sincerely share the joy with you for welcoming the
new year in the way we are.

Shoma-san in Sanuki, Shikoku, was a Myokonin
or wondrously excellent person, who had attained deep
shinjin (true entrusting) in spite of being unable to read
or write.

One day, when he was turning the pages of the
three-volume Pure Land Sutras in the temple, the
resident priest mockingly asked him, “Can you read the
Sutra, Shoma?” “Sure, I can,” he replied. “How
does it go then? Read it aloud for me.” “OK. It
says, ‘Shoma, come to me. I will save you, Shoma. I
will save you,
Shoma …,’” so he went on to the priest’s astonishment.

Reciting the Sutra involves knowledge, which can
be measured by a test. Hence knowledge stays at the
level of “measure.” In
order for it to be really useful, it must meet the light of
immeasurable wisdom. When you encounter the light,
you will have your own self
revealed as an ignorant being, for whom the Original
Vow was made.

This realization comes from immeasurable wisdom,
the inconceivable wisdom of Buddha.

I hope we will keep looking up to this Immeasurable
Light this year.

“N ew Y e a r com e s a rou n d
Ign ora n ce u p on ign ora n ce
w h ich is on e’s old h om e”

---Iss a
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<February>

3) Dewdrop-like World

This world is surely

Transient like a dewdrop;

However, in fact....

by Issa Kobayashi

(February 15 is the day of Nirvana of Shakyamuni.)

Painted by Miyoko Tsutsumi
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This haiku is on Issa's grief when he, married late in
life, lost his dearest daughter Sato at his age of 52.

"I know very well how evanescent this world is like a
dewdrop falling from the leaf, but why my
dearest...?"

His grief in reality can be read in the last line of his
haiku

"The evanescence of this mortal world like a house
on fire," "our oneness with evil passions," “the evil
world of five defilements,”etc. ---these teachings are
absolutely indisputable; which ought to be accepted as
general truths. "He passed away very young," "How
greedy she is!" "Another homicide report! How defiled
this world is!" we say, and that rightly. However, those
are all 'general' and objective' arguments turned
towards the outside world; they just belong to the
sphere of knowledge.

When that kind of general truth actually happened
to his own self, Issa realized the true significance of
the evanescence of life, which is well revealed in the
word "however."

So saying, he must have been reciting Nembutsu,
a token of Wisdom.

* * * * *

M e e tin g is d e p a rtin g;
H ow e v e r,... n a y ,
T h e re fore ...

b y G u s e k i
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<February>

4) Prolonging This Life

Yet we think only of prolonging this

life for as long as possible, without

ever aspiring to birth in the Pure

Land in the afterlife. This is

inexpressibly deplorable.

--- Ven. Rennyo
(Letters 4-2)

Painted by Miyoko Tsutsumi
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Patient: Doctor, the last crown seems to have been
spoiled too soon. Wasn't the material good
enough? How long will this crown last this
time?

Dentist: (Offended) How long do you expect you will
live?

Patient: (Aghast) Mmmm.

* * * * *

The patient in the above dialogue (ten years ago)
was me, to my humiliation. Taking it for granted that I
would survive the crown, I was taken aback. I had not
realized this blind spot of mine while preaching the
transience of human life to people.

At that moment I was reminded of the above
admonition by Ven. Rennyo and was ashamed of the
deplorable reality of my own mind.

It is not that we are living in order to die, but if we
live in complete indifference to death, that would be “
slumbering one's life away.”

Hence Okaru's entreaty:

“P le a se th in k w e ll a bou t y ou r life a n d
d e a th w h ile still a liv e ;

a fte r y ou r life h a s e n d e d ,

it w ill be ju st a n a fte rth ou gh t.”
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<February>

5) Sahã World

Oh, those matters of this sahã world,

What could we do with them?

Why not recite the nembutsu?

---Rev. Jun'en Kameyama

Painted by Miyoko Tsutsumi
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During the last year-end and new year time, a couple
of my relatives and friendly acquaintances passed away
to my grief still now.

On such an occasion, my uncle Jun'en's words ring
in my ear; he used to say so with his local accent of
Noto.

“Bereavement by the beloved, meeting with those
hated, seeing one's own aging proceed, having to visit
hospitals, putting up with the economic depression---
these take place because we are in this sahã world.

The Sanskrit“sahã” means the world where we
have to endure, you know. Could any human
knowledge solve those problems thoroughly?

We cannot but endure those sufferings. What can
we do otherwise? Hence the Nembutsu. It is the power

and wisdom that enables us to accept those
sufferings.

Why not recite the Nembutsu together? Namu …,
Namu …”

As a youth, I used to reject his idea of escapist
Nembutsu, but now at my old age his words ring true to
my heart.

Even Shinran Shonin must have suffered from such
troubles of this sahã world like his exile and disowning
his son Zenran, but he strongly overcame them by his
diamond-like shinjin and nembutsu, didn't he?

G re a t is th e n e m b u tsu b a se d on sh in jin

th a t su rm ou n ts th e issu e s of th e sa h aa
w orld !
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<February>

6) Parent Never Forgets You

Even while you have forgotten Him,

there exists your parent-like Buddha

who never forgets you.

from Dharma Bulletin

Photo by M. P.
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During the busy time towards the last year end, I was
struck by an unusual wonder and joy. I received a
calendar as is shown above from Ms. M. P., an
American teacher who had stayed in my temple for more
than a week last July. What a funny cover with a funny
photo of geta clogs!? What a funny calendar title with
the personal name of "Fujieda"!?

Turning the pages on, I was surprised to find every
month page having a nice photo of my temple and family
taken from artistic angles---some revealing wonderful
"frames" of the temple garden and some showing the
backs of the family members. It was certainly the
"Fujieda Calendar".

As a matter of fact, after her return to America, I
had never heard from her, so I felt something strange
about the American way in comparison with the
Japanese who usually express thanks in some way on
such an occasion. However, she had retained her
heart-felt memories in her mind for six months and
intently produced this special calendar. What an
expression of mindfulness! I myself had almost
forgotten about her, though.

In reflection, our parent-like Buddha is always
wishing and calling to us to rely on Him. Why not
really be mindful of this Vow and say the nembutsu?

"T h e T a th a ga ta s of th e te n q u a rte rs
com p a ssion a te ly re ga rd e a ch se n tie n t
be in g a s th e ir on ly ch ild ."

---S h in ra n 's H y m n of th e P u re L a n d
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<M arch>

7) Grandparents

The blood that has been transmitted

from our parents and grand parents

hears the Buddha Dharma in us.

---Rev. Zuiken Inagaki

Painted by Miyoko Tsutsumi
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Those who were tortured by the heavy snowfall this
winter must be relieved to hear the name of March.

For this month we are blessed with Rev. Riken
Inagaki's Dharma words taken from his SHINSHU
DHARMA-PADA.

Just as he remarks, even though we may think we
worship the Buddha, chant Shoshige (the sutra), and
hear Dharma of our own volition, it is the blood we have
inherited from our parents and ancestors who practiced
those religious deeds that in fact leads us in the Dharma
way.

In The Sutra on the Buddha of Infinite Life, the
verse goes

“One who has met a World-Honoured One in the past

Can accept this teaching.”

Yes, it is this flow of Dharma from our ancestors that
helps us encounter Dharma today. Let us transmit this
Dharma flow down to our descendants.

March 21st is the Spring Higan-e (Equinox) day
when we Buddhists hold special services praying for the
Other Shore or Enlightenment.

* * * * *

If y ou sh ou ld com e to re a liz e th is

p ra ctice a n d sh in jin , re joice a t th e

con d ition s from th e d ista n t p a st th a t

h a v e b rou gh t it a bou t.

---S h in ra n S h on in
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<M arch>

8) Light's Function

Light is a function that locates

everything in its proper place

where it ought to be.

---by Rev. Shizuka Miyagi

Painted by Miyoko Tsutsumi
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"M-chan, don't be so rude, please!"
"None of your business!" M repels. “I'll do as I

like!”
Thus, the classroom was in turmoil, but the

teacher was silent.
The students were displeased at his indulgence

and brought in written protests to the class monitor.
The class assembly was held and many students

rebuked M, so the teacher asked M softly if he had
anything to say in his defense. However, M kept silent.

Then the teacher told him to write out what he had
to say at home.

The next morning he handed in a scribbled paper.
“In my babyhood I was slow in leaving the

diaper, so at the nursery school I was bullied as
a 'stinker.' I came to hate to go out and
became pale. Then I was nicknamed 'white
pig.' And in this class, too, the bullying goes on
…”

The teacher copied the paper and distributed it to
the class, and they realized for the first time that they
had cornered M unknowingly. Some of them apologized
to M with tears in their eyes and M also was moved to
tears and apologized to the class for his wildness.

This incident actually brought the class back to
order.

(This is a real story told by Rev. Yoshio Toi.)
Well, what do you think was the light in this case?

Wasn't it the teacher's deep consideration for M
that made M tell the truth, which worked as a light
that located all the class in their proper place?
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<M arch>

9) Graduation

I entered this primary school

a long time ago.

I will soon graduate from it.

This school teaches me

very attentively

throughout the course.

by Eiichi Enomoto

Photo by Isamuo Tsugo
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March is the season for graduation in Japan and
I happened to encounter Mr. Eiichi Enomot's poem.
It was composed at his age of 77, I hear.

Probably you have understood what he means by
saying "I will soon graduate from it." We have various
experiences in life and they teach us many things. Life
teaches us "attentively", but it is possible only when we
are aware that we are "being taught."

As a youth, Mr. Enomoto heard the Dharma from
Rev. Chion Matsubara and that experience opened
his eye to the fact that life is a "primary school" where
everybody goes. In this world there are some students
who are failed at school, but in this primary school there
are no failures; all are "graduated" from it.

Incidentally, how much one has been taught there
and how much one has learned from it differs from
person to person.

It is hoped that we will continue to study the most
important subject till we graduate.

Nightingale calling
“Hokikeyo” (Hear Dharma)

What a sweet voice!
---by Guseki, taken from Ven. Rennyo

(Note: Ven. Rennyo took a nightingale’s call as “Hokikeyo”

---“Ho” means Dharma; “kikeyo” means “Why not hear.”

---from Tales of the Eighth Hosshu Rennyo

Noted by Kuzen )



- 25 -

<M arch>

10) Bad Teacher

Bear in mind, however, that to abandon

Amida, in whom we take refuge,

and to take only the teacher as essential

is a serious error.

---Ven. Rennyo's Letter (II-11)

by Miyoko Tsutsumi



- 26 -

The well-known Ondoku-wasan (hymn of
benevolence) goes

“Such is the benevolence of Amida’s
great compassion,
That we must strive to return it,
even to the breaking of our bodies;
Such is the benevolence of the masters
and true teachers,
That we must endeavor to repay it,
even to our bones becoming dust.”

This is a heart-felt expression of Shinran Shonin's
deep gratitude that, whereas he could not expect to save
himself out of delusion, he came to be saved by Amida's
original vow and born in the pure land to become a
Buddha. This immeasurable benevolence must be repaid
even if it breaks one's body to pieces, he says. In the
same way, he stresses that the enormous benevolence of
his teacher Honen-shonin and the other Pure Land
masters who guided him to this bliss ought to be
returned by all means.

Thus he placed the taking refuge in Amida first and
the encounter of his good teachers second; not the
reverse. So Ven. Rennyo warns that some people have
the mistaken idea, “Even if we take refuge in Amida,
this is to no avail without a good teacher (zenjishiki).
Therefore, there is nothing for us to do but rely on OUR
good teacher.”

Even in the present time, there are some heretical
people who try to attract people to their specific teacher
saying that he is the only one in the world that can
promise them their salvation.

Those who teach the nembutsu even neglecting
Amida are decidedly "bad teachers."
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<March>

1１) True Nembutsu

During our long life there may occur

a problem that we could not solve by

any means however hard we might try.

It is at that time that the true nembutsu

will come out of our mouth.

by Mitsuo Aida

Photo by Isamu Tsugo
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We all remember how the whole world heartily cheered
over that miraculous rescue of those 33 miners who had
been entrapped underground for 69 days in Chile. It was
reported that the factors of the success were the unity of the
miners under the command of the leader, the generous
support from the Government, and the technical aids from
various countries, plus another important reason---the mental
stability of the people by religion. They could read the Bible
and pray every day there.

This is the case of Christianity, but it shows that when
pressed in difficulty, people truly need religion.

A similar story is told in Shan-tao's parable White
Path and Two Rivers:

A traveler suddenly comes upon a big river of water
and a river of fire (in one channel) blocking his way, and
moreover he sees bands of brigands and wild beasts

chasing him from behind. He is surely in a desperate
situation.

“If I turn back now, I die; if I remain, I die; if I go
forward, I die,”

he utters, when he hears Shakyamuni Buddha call "You
go," and Amida Buddha invite saying, "Come right away."
So he decidedly follows the white path of the nembutsu
(that is, he leads a nembutsu life) and reaches the west
bank to be saved finally.

The above sayings seem to tell us that in order for the
nembutsu come true to us, we should hear the Dharma
earnestly at each time thinking that there is no time left for
us at present.

"Dharma Hearing Notice" (At a temple in Gifu)

1. I take today's hearing as my first experience.

2. I take today's hearing as aimed at my own self.

3. I take todya's hearing as the last chance in my life.
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<A pril>

1２) A Single Phrase

Religion is the encounter with a

single phrase on which you can

entrust your whole life without

repentance.

Rev. Daiei Kaneko

Painted by Miyoko Tsutsumi
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Queen Vaidehi of Magada was in the depth of
agony, tears, and despair when her son AjAtashatru
dethroned her husband king Bimbisara and
eventually imprisoned her. From that plight she
besought ShAkyiamuni Buddha for salvation. He
said, “You must know that you are a bombu or an
ordinary unenlightened person with karmic
evils…and so you must bear these words in mind,
that is, you must hold fast to the Name of Amida
Buddha.” This phrase saved her.

Shinran Shonin endeavored for twenty years in
vain on Mt. Hiei to find the way to get out of the
illusions of the life-and-death world to attain
enlightenment. He desperately wandered here and
there to seek for a true teacher, and finally
encountered Honen Shonin who simply said, “I am to
be saved by Amida Buddha only by reciting the
Nembutsu.” This phrase led Shinran Shonin to
salvation.

It is when your wish to be saved from the plight
of life-and-death and attain enlightenment is really
sincere and strong that a phrase of true Dharma can
save you in the fullness of time.

Let us realize the instability of this world and
the reality of our being entangled by karmic evils,
and seek for Bodhi or enlightenment single-
mindedly.
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<April>

13) Compass

Namuamidabutsu is a compass

pointing to the west all the time

The recitation itself turns west

Namuamidabutsu

Namuamidabutsu

by Muso Kimura

(from A Collection of Nembutsu Poems)

by Miyoko Tsutsumi
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Muso-san, who wrote this kind of deep poem of
Nembutsu, spent his last ten years at an old people’s
home Taishien and then Wajoen, in Uryu, Echizen
City. From his youth he sought for enlightenment
in Buddhism and studied Shingon and then Shin
Buddhism, going from one to the other and back
three times, but at his age of 53 he eventually
settled down with the Nembutsu that is endowed by
Amida Buddha within his passion-rooted self as he
expressed in a poem

“Since I heard His Name
since I met His Name
my path has been opened
my path has been opened.”

Besides his life voyage being well directed to the
west, he devoted his time in Echizen to the
propagation of Nembutsu faith to a good number of
Shin faith seekers, from professors to local old
women. Finally he passed away to the West in
1984.

It goes without saying how the compass is

important for us to navigate this turbulant sea of

life, and Muso-san's teaching of the nembutsu has

turned out to be a really good compass for me.

"However hard the compass is turned around, it

unfailingly points to the north." ---Kotataro Takamura
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<April>

14) Rationalism

That man values rationalism

is one thing,

but

whether man is a rational being

is quite another.

---Dr. Hideki Yukawa

by Miyoko Tsutsumi
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♪ Just a sip is the first try,

ending in a pub crawl unwittingly----;

I know, I know,

but I simply can't give it up.♪

“Is it all right for me to sing this kind of slovenly song

("Sudara Bushi")?”asked Mr. Hitoshi Ueki of his father,

a Shin temple priest. “Why not?” answered the priest. “As

far as human beings live on, this sort of "I know, I know,

but I simply can't give it up" life wouldn't be rooted out.

This idea is related to Shinran's teaching. Well said! Cheer

up!”

Rationalism is your head's work, but it cannot control

your various strong emotions that arise in your "bosom",

nor your uprising desires or will that is said to be settled

in your "belly." Your head tries to go rationally, but your

body or way of life would not go that way so easily. Nay,

perhaps emotions and volition will try to utilize the head,

rationalism, for their own fulfillment.

This state is what Shinran calls "a foolish being full of

blind passions," and hence "Amida's Primal Vow" shines

on us.
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<April>

15) Spring Sun

Spring sun shining evenly

on everything in the Dharma garden;

Short and long are the branches

that bear their own blossoms.

--Adapted from Kiankokugo (Zen Article)

Photo by Isamu Tsugo
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The fields and mountains are joyfully revived by
the “breath” of spring. The spring sun is shining as a
blessing evenly on all things on earth, without
discriminating high trees from low ones. This equal
benevolence is enjoyed by them and emerges as
various blossoms and flowers, say, of plum, peach,
cherry trees, etc.

The branches bearing such ornaments vary from
each other; some short and some long; and still they
all live a lively life in spite of their differences. This
is the natural way.

Our body is said to be composed of six trillion
cells, which form numerous tissues and organs and
function as divided systems like digestive and
respiratory ones. And yet each system delicately
relates with others and preserves harmony to
sustain our lives. Each part of our body does its
utmost separately and plays an equal role to
maintain our lives.

Amida Buddha works equally on various and
numberless beings to save them. Let us enjoy this
even compassion in our own distinct positions and
accomplish our ultimate purpose of human life.
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<M ay>

16) Rice Offering

“Amida Buddha,

here's steaming rice for you;

please take it.”

---from Buddhist Kids'Karuta (Cards)

by Miyoko Tsutsumi
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Every morning, as soon as the rice was cooked,

the first scoops were arranged as Buddha’s meals,

and it was my duty as a novice to carry them to the

main hall of the temple and offer them to the

images of Amida Buddha, Shinran Shonin, the Main

Temple’s former-chief Abbot, and so on. While

reciting the Shoshinge after that, I found it so

impressive to see steam from the offered rice rising

up in front of the Amida Buddha’s gentle face.

In many Shin Buddhist households, the similar

practice of rice offering is probably done to the

Amida Buddha in the family altar, but it may be

neglected sometimes with excuses like “The rice

wasn’t cooked this morning,” or “We ate bread for

breakfast this morning.”

Various sutras exhort us to offer food, flowers,

incense, etc. to the buddhas in great reverence, and

T’an-luan sternly indicates that it is the

bodhisattva’s spirit to eliminate any thought of

offering things to oneself. (Surely, we never fail to

“offer food to ourselves” on any day.)

“Offer it to the Buddha first!” This naïve heart

should be cherished and embodied in our daily life.
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<M ay>

17) Willow and Wind

There must come along

disagreeable winds, too;

yet willow leaves stream.

---Rev. Sengai

by Miyoko Tsutsumi
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Mr. A: How I lost my temper today! I had a

quarrel with him. He was so unreasonable

with me, you see.

Priest: You did?

A: I had a very good time with my grandkids

coming last week, but what a day today!

P: Yes, there surely are hills and dales in life.

A: Well, I may have been wrong, too, to some

extent.

P: Look. (Showing the haiku above.) If we can

have such a mind as the willow, we would be

peaceful.

A: It’s above me.

P: That’s the point. I couldn’t be like the willow,

either. Yes, I know I ought to take the willow’s

attitude all the time, but if a disagreeable wind

comes along, I remain a pine tree.

A: Pine tree? Well…ah, I got it. You remain

crooked as a pine tree, right?

P: Sure. Our nature remains crooked for our whole

lives, and that’s why the Nembutsu is for us.
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<May>

18) Toy Windmill

Toy windmill,

Do you think you are whirling

by yourself?

---from Senryu Column

Photo by Isamu Tsugo
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Well said! It is rooted in the Buddhist principle,

the thought of Dependent Origination. In Japanese

it is called “Engi," meaning that every being cannot

exist by itself, but as a result of intertwined causes

and bi-causes.

Your life comes from your parents and is

nourished and supported by innumerable other lives

such as rice, wheat, vegetables, fish, meat and so on.

You may think your knowledge is of your own

power, but it derives from your family, friends,

teachers, books, newspapers, and many other

information sauces. You may be sure of your

thinking power, but it is greatly dependent on the

DNA from your parents and ancestors.

Thus it can be said that nothing exists on its own

power. We are all helped to live and act thanks to

other things and beings, which may be unseen.

Without realizing this, if you think you are

moving by your own power, it is like the windmill

that is not aware of the wind.

Let’s say the nembutsu, realizing the Other

Power.
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<May>

19) Whole Universe

My life, which would be easily

blown off to perish, owes its existence

to the whole universe,

from heaven to earth.

---by Dr. Hideo Yonezawa

by Miyoko Tsutsumi
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The earth we live in is about 150,000,000
kilometers away from the sun, which distance is
lucky enough to keep the surface at 9 degrees C on
the average, a suitable temperature for life
existence.

Venus, however, which is nearer to the sun, is as
hot as 463 degrees C on the surface, and Mars,
farther from the sun than the earth is, as cold as
minus 63 degrees C; either temperature exceeds the
limit of life existence.

As you know, the earth revolves around the sun

together with the other planets like Mercury, Venus,

…., and Neptune, but the happy location of the earth

that enables us to live depends on the stable and
balanced network of gravitation between the planets
and the sun.

Moreover, our solar system is also supported by
the balance of gravitation with the other suns in the
galactic systems, and all these interrelations enable
us to live on the earth.

Seen in this light, it is clear that the whole
universe is united to allow us humans and other
lives to exist on this adequately warm earth.

Hence the gratitude with Gassho (hands pressing
for thanks) in the realization that I am not living on
my own, but by the other powers in the whole
universe.

“Sensing some great power” is the core of
Buddhism.
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<June>

20) Hope and Courage

It is the nembutsu that gives deep-rooted

hope and courage to live on to those

who are stricken

by the adverse circumstances.

---by Rev. Takashi Hirose

Painted by Miyoko Tsutsmu
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In a senior high school in Hiroshima Pref., a class
was trying to decide who was going to be the last
swimmer in the inter-class swimming meet when a
bossy girl blurted out, “Miss A will win for us,”
knowing well that Miss A was a handicapped girl.

The race started with a gun shot. Miss A jumped
in the water, but she only struggled to proceed
desperately and could not make way easily. The
boss and other class- mates jeered at her trying to
swim on clumsily, when suddenly a person jumped
into the pool in his clothes.

He swam towards her and helped her saying,
“Keep it up!” “Bear up! I am with you!” he cried in
tears and swam together with her alone in the pool.

The jeers and boos stopped, and then turned into
cheers. When Miss A finally reached the goal of the
25-meter pool, the spectators at the poolside
recognized the man as their school principal.

After this incident the school is said to have had
no more bullies.

The Tathagata is always accompanying us
sufferers with encouragement saying, “Bear up and
live on in spite of your plight.”

This call is nothing but the nembutsu.



- 47 -

<June>

21) Brilliant Life in His Light

No matter on what day I may die,

my life until that time is to be

a blessed one

brightened by the Light

of Amida Buddha.

from Shigenobu Shira's Blue Lotus

by Miyoko Tsutsumi
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Shigenobu Shirai sensei was a professor emeritus
of Hiroshima University, who earnestly studied
Prince Shotoku. He reached the deep faith of the
nembutsu under the guidance of Rev. Joen
Ashikaga, and he also was an expert waka poet.

Of my son who lost his life in Siberia

I dreamt and cried in a false expectation

of his return alive.

In Blue Lotus he composed a number of mourning
poems for his son, a Tokyo University graduate, who
was summoned to the war and died of a sickness
while detained in Siberia. They move me as I had a
similar experience of waiting for my father to return
from the Philippines in vain.

The above waka poem was composed by Shirai
sensei when he reached kiju or seventy-seven years
of age and it shows his profound state of faith:

He entrusts it to Amida Buddha when he ends his
life, which, though full of sorrow, will not be a
life of his own, but a brilliant life encompassed by
the light of Amida Buddha.

Such a light is simply felt when you recite the
nembutsu.

“The brilliant life in His Light” ought to be
appreciated.
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<June>

22) At the Bottom

Desire to believe in the Buddha

lies at the bottom

of everyone's mind.

---from Dharma Bulletin

by Miyoko Tsutsumi
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Here is a poem by a girl of ninth grade.

“Sometimes I think by chance:
‘Shall I commit suicide?’

Sometimes I think by chance:
‘Shall I steal from someone?’

Sometimes I think by chance:
‘I wish that person would perish.’

Does anybody happen to bear
this kind of thought?”

from Crying Kids and Grumbling Kids

People tend to think and worry in many ways as
they meet with various circumstances. Especially the
problems arising from human relationships may be
cumbersome and those concerning one’s own life can
be serious indeed.

“I wish to solve this problem and be saved.
What might Buddhism teach me? I feel like
hearing Dharma words, but…,”
they may think.

At the bottom of such people’s mind certainly lies
the desire to seek salvation from the Buddha, but
they only lack a clue to step out for Dharma-hearing.

Shall we not help them with an invitational call
to Buddhism?

The Bookmarks for Dharma-Hearing* is
an attempt intended for this purpose.
(*Refe to http://ryokeiji.net/english/05/06.html)
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<June>

23) The Only Path

The Name of Amida is the only path

through which we can meet

the world of the Buddha.

----Rev. Shizuka Miyagi

Painted by Miyoko Tsutsumi
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Helen Keller lost her hearing and eyesight at the

age of two due to a high fever, and was eventually

confined in the dark world without language.

However, her tutor, Anne Sullivan, convinced that if

the girl learned even one word, it would be the

window the whole world would come through,

educated her very strictly.

One hot summer day, when Helen was trying to

drink water from the pump, Ms. Sullivan spelled

WATER in her palm and it led Helen to understand

that everything has a name. Helen’s desire to know

more words increased so much so that she finally

graduated college and became a famous lecturer.

Namuamidabutsu is not a mere name of the

Buddha, but the ‘pipe’ through which the world of

the Buddha approaches us and the Buddha’s life

flows into ours.
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<July>

24) Matter of Course

A matter of course;

Why don’t they feel thankful

to these wonders---

to what they take for granted?

---by Kazukiyo Imura,
a doctor who lost his leg and

passed away young from bone
cancer.

(to be continued
on the next page)

by Miyoko Tsutsumi
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You have a dad and a mom
You have two hands and two legs
You can go anywhere you like on foot
You can reach for anything with your

arms
You can hear and speak
Aren’t you fortunate to have these

matters?
But nobody seems to be awakened to

the happiness;
“It’s a matter of course,” they laugh

away.

You can take food
You can sleep well at night

to awake next morning
You can breathe in to the full
You can laugh, weep, and cry
You can run around
Those are taken as matters of course

Nobody seems to be thankful to these
matters---to these wonders

Except for those who have lost them;
They alone know how invaluable those

matters are.

Why so?
Because “It’s a matter of course.”

---Taken from To Asuka and one whom I haven't Seen
Yet (Shodensha Co.)
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<July>

25) Yes, Yes

“Yes, yes,”

nodding simply

the lily flower is.

---O-Sono

Painted by Miyoko Tsutsumi
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The lily flowers are now blooming beautifully,
reminding me of O-Sono san, myokonin or lotus-like
Nembutsu person, who lived in Tawara, Mikawa
Province about 200 years ago.

She saw a lily flower waving in the breeze as
simply nodding to Amida Buddha’s calling obediently
uttering “Yes, yes.”

At present, how about ourselves? Do we ever
respond to Amida Buddha’s call, “Believe in
Tathagata’s great mind saying the nembutsu and I
will surely save you”? Have we ever answered,

“Yes, yes, I will” and actually been saying the
nembutsu?

“Well, but…” or “All right, but…” we are likely to
say trying to find some excuses for not doing so,
aren’t we?

We should know that Amida Buddha is shedding
all the greater compassionon on such runaway
persons,

O-Sono san rejoiced at that great Compassion
with her maxim.

“He minds nothing; He orders nothing.”

Amida Buddha doesn’t mind however sinful we may
be and yet he orders nothing from us. O, how great
is His compassion!

We cannot but be moved and say
Namuamidabutsu.
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<July>

26) Caterpillar

Shrinking and wriggling itself,

a caterpillar is coming on;

We are leaves,

How can we escape?

by a Canadian fifth grader
(Quoted from Oriori-no-Uta)

Photo by Isamu Tsugo
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This boy has a sharp observant eye,

doesn’t he? He finds himself as a leaf

and is staring at the caterpillar that is

nibbling its way towards him.

Don’t you feel something serious in

this poem? Isn’t a caterpillar approaching

us, from which we can’t escape?

Yes, there are a caterpillar called Aging,

another called Illness, and still another called

Death, all coming nearer and nearer very
quietly.

A lady composed a haiku:

“Silently coming along every second

my own aging.”

She rightly witnessed that caterpillar.

“Why such a gloomy topic?” someone may
say. "Why not try to live a sunny-side life
cheerfully, this one-time life?”

Yes, we do wish to do so, but the caterpillars
are coming along without fail.

We should be determined then; we should
proceed to hear the Dharma, if we are wise
enough.
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<July>

27) Life Not In Vain

If you don’t make the most of

your only self, if you don’t make

your one-time life truly worth living,

your life as a human being will end

in vain, won’t it?

by Yuzo Yamamoto

by Miyoko Tsutsumi
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Goichi was in the second year of the upper primary
school and longed to go to secondary school, but his
family was too poor. Probably from that underlying
discontent and directly from a casual argument with
his friends for a boyish prank, he dared to hang from
a tie of the iron bridge and eventually stopped the
on-coming train.

His teacher Mr.Tsugino admonished him saying
the above-quoted saying which is regarded as a
famous, wise statement from Novelist Yuzo
Yamamoto’s Robo no Ishi (A Roadside Stone).

To make the most of one’s one-time life, to make
your life truly worth living---this is the most
essential life-task for everyone. You are inwardly
asked “What were you born for?”

Shakyamuni Buddha declared that he was born
to propagate Amida Buddha’s Original Vows and
Shinran Shonin realized that the purpose of one’s
life on the earth is to entrust oneself to the Original
Vow, say the nembutsu, and become a Buddha. He
also made much of the state of “Shojoju” (those who
are certain to attain enlightenment) in the present
life when you are given Shinjin from the Buddha.

It is this kind of life that certainly deserves what
is currently called “Ningenjoju” (accomplishment of
human life), isn’t it?
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<August>

28) Buddha in front of You

Not knowing

that the person in front of you

might be a Buddha in incarnation,

how could you know the Pure Land?

---by Uhei Takahashi

Photo by Isamu Tsugo
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“Don’t take the person in front of you for an

ordinary being. He or she may be what Amida

Buddha has disguised Himself as because He simply

loves you; so you must courteously appreciate his or

her virtue.” This is the remark that the Nembutsu

person Takahashi (Uhei Takahashi) in Hokkaido

heard from his father as his last will (taken from

Rev. Gyo-u Hayashi’s speech).

Mr. Takahashithen then urged his follower,

Masanao Maeda, asking, “Do you ‘worship’ your wife

everyday? She thinks of you and takes care of you

all the time. She could be compared to the

Kwannon Bodhisattva. If you can’t worship her,

your Nembutsu faith cannot be genuine.”

Eventually Mr. Maeda was convinced to bow

his wife.

Shinran shonin and Eshin-ni are said to have

internally "worshipped" each other as Kwannon

Bodhisattva. Respecting the person in front of you

as an incarnated Buddha is a marvelous world of the

nembutsu, isn't it?
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<A ugust>

29) As Their Only Child

“The Tathagata of Light
that Surpasses the Sun and Moon

Taught me the nembutsu-samadhi.

The Tathagatas of the ten quarters
compassionately regard

Each sentient being as their only child.”

---Shinran's Hymn of the Pure Land

.

by Miyoko Tsutsumi
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“I never can forget about my son who was killed
in the accident. What should I do?” asked a mother
of Rev. Gan’ei Ohgi.

He replied,“You are the mother. Why not
continue to think about him for ever and ever? But
just keep this in mind. While you are thinking of
him, your son in the Pure Land is also thinking of
you.”

This remark, he writes, revived the mother and
led her to hear Dharma.

Certainly your thought towards the deceased
one will be boundless, but at the same time the
bodhisattvas born in the Pure Land tender their
ultimate wishes to you; “the ultimate shelter of life is
nothing but the nembutsu, so I do hope you will
become a person of nembutsu.”

Especially the Tathagata of Light that
Surpasses the Sun and Moon thinks of each of you
as his only child with great compassion.

“Dear Tathagata,

you keep thinking of me

on and on and on and on:

this is the Nembutsu.

---Muso Kimura’s Nembutsu Poems

It’ll be Obon soon. Let’s make much of “thinking.”



- 65 -

<August>

30) Money Saved and Then?

Money is what you save up
and leave behind;

Karmic sin is what you commit
and carry with you;

Dharma is what you do not hear,
and so you fall.

---from Dharma Bulletin

by Miyoko Tsutsumi
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In the Himotoki-no-gosho (New Year’s Message)
written by Ven. Enjun, the 17th Chief Abbot of the Shin
Buddhist Takada Sect, a remarkable sentence goes:

"How fearful the unseen witness by the Kusho
(gods) is!"

Kusho are a couple of gods in ancient India who
start to register your good and bad deeds from your
birth while sitting on your shoulders. The male named
Domyo (Same Name), sitting on your left shoulder,
records all good deeds done by you, and the female god
Dosho (Same Life), on your right shoulder, makes notes
of all evil deeds in your life. When you are taken in
front of Yama, King of Hell, the pair of gods show him
your life records and he judges you.

If our daily life is being so closely watched and so
minutely registered by unseen gods, it surely is a serious
problem. We are naturally induced to take a peep into
our own register book.

In Buddhism an accumulation of such deeds is
called karma and if we are pulled by evil karma, we are
said to go to Hell.

According to Shinran Shonin, we will be born in the
Pure Land of Light and become a Buddha by our
karmic-consciousness of shinjin (faith) as the inner
cause*. Here he implies that shinjin (faith) will be
imbued into our karmic soul.

Now it must be self-evident how important it is to
hear Dharma.

(*Note: Shinran mentions the Name and Light of Amida Buddha
as the outer cause of one’s birth. When the inner and
outer causes merge, one realizes the true body in the
fulfilled land.)
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<August>

31) The Deceased as a Buddha

When you have come

to say the nembutsu

through experiencing

the loss of your kin or friend,

the deceased becomes a Buddha.

by Rev. Shizuka Miyagi

Photo by Isamu Tsugo
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It is popularly said that when a person dies, he
or she will become a Buddha. However, Shinran says
in his letter that birth into the Pure Land is
anything but the calculation or design of us foolish
beings, and that entrusting yourself and all with the
Buddha’s Original Vow is the Other Power way.
Therefore, it is within His power whether the person
is born there and becomes a Buddha. It is beyond
our foolish beings’ meddling or judgment.

The question is how you take your loved one’s
death. As you gaze at the quiet dead body, his or her
whole life and relations with you will be recalled in
your memory like a revolving lantern. He or she
must have had their own hardships in life, you
think. Each body is quietly revealing what he or
she has undergone in life.

Some people may have sought for the Dharma
deeply, and others may have had little to do with
Buddhism. There are various people.

It is only when you have found yourself saying
the nembutsu through their death that they are
respected as a Buddha who guides you to Buddhism.

H a v in g im m e d ia te ly e n te re d th e sta ge
of th e tru ly se ttle d

O n re a liz in g tru e a n d re a l sh in jin ,
a p e rson w ill,

B e in g th e sa m e a s M a itre y a
of th e ra n k of su cce ssion

T o B u d d h a h ood , a tta in
su p re m e e n ligh te n m e n t.

---Shinran's Hymn of the Dharma Age
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<August>

32) Can Be Alone

A child can be alone

when he or she is

with someone.
-

---Donald W. Winnicott

by Miyoko Tsutsumi
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You may happen to see a small child absorbed in

playing, say, on the sandy beach, by him/her-self, but

there must be someone like his mother watching

nearby. That is why the kid can be alone safely

without any anxiety, remarks an English

psychiatrist Donald Woods Winnicott. He must

have meant that one can be independent when one

is supported and guarded by someone close.

Shinran says, “How joyous I am, my heart and

mind being rooted in the Buddha-ground of the

universal vow,…” He means that we can lead our

everyday life peacefully and complete our life

serenely, simply because we stand on the great earth

of the Great Vow that always watches and calls us to

entrust ourselves to Him who is sure to save us in

whatever condition we may be.

Shall we not look back from time to time to make

sure that there is the one who watches us all the

time and say “Namuamidabutsu”?

T h e ligh t of com p a ssion th a t gra sp s u s
illu m in a te s a n d p rote cts u s a lw a y s.

---S h in ra n 's S h osh in ge
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<September>

33) The Most Difficult Shinjin

I am not really trusted by anybody,

while I am absolutely trusted

by the Tathagata.

Believing in this fact is what is called

Shinjin or faith that is the most

difficult to accept.

---by Rev. Ryojin Soga

by Miyoko Tsutsumi
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“These are the hands that grasped my mom’s

breasts as an infant;

These are the hands that massaged her back;

These are the hands that plucked out her gray
hair;

These are the hands that killed two women
one day;

These are the hands that translated the
Tannisho into Braille in the jail;

and

These are the hands that are pressed together

in prayer every morning and evening.”

So a certain condemned criminal writes around
the print of his hand on the shikishi paper．He gave
the shikishi to his prison priest Rev. Takayuki
Ashikaga as his memento.

As a middle school student, he happened to know
the secret of his birth as a love child. This triggered
his series of misdeeds such as gangsterism, drug
abuse, burglary, and murder, which ended up in
death sentence. However, he was fortunate enough
to open his eyes to the Tannisho with the guidance
of Rev. Ashikaga in the prison and came to practice

the Nembutsu.

Yes, he realized that he was absolutly trusted by
the Tathagata.



- 73 -

<September>

34) The Great Being

Attracted by the power

of the Great Being,

how unsteady my footsteps have been!

---Takeko Kujo

by Miyoko Tsutsumi
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September 1 is Disaster Prevention Day in

Japan in memory of the Great Kanto Earthquake of

1923 which devastated the city of Tokyo and I am

reminded of Lady Takeko Kujo. Born as the second

daughter of Myonyo, the 21st Abbot of the Nishi

Hongwan-ji sect of Jodo Shinshu Buddhism, she

founded the Buddhist Women's Association and

Kyoto Women’s School and College. Soon after

suffering from the earthquake herself, she devoted

herself to the relief work of the quake-injured

persons and orphans founding Asoka Hospital and to

the reconstruction of Tsukiji Hongwanji Temple

which was razed to the ground.

With all those remarkable achievements, she

reflects in the Nembutsu mind that they were the

results of her being guided by the Great Power of the

Buddha, not of her own efforts.

What are we guided by in our daily life? By the

desire for money or fame? Or by the emotions of love

and hate? Or are we just spending time aimlessly?

How desirable it will be for us to lead a peaceful

and steady life under the guidance of the Great

Being!
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<September>

35) One's Own Wrong

Other persons' wrong

is easily seen,

while

One's own wrong

is hardly recognized.

---Ven. Rennyo

Photo by Isamu Tsugo
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Ven. Rennyo's admonition that you can detect

other people's wrong very easily, but you can

scarcely recognise your own wrong was keenly felt at

the bottom of my heart the other day:

In relation with my work, I often have to edit

writings, and then I frequently find that I detect the

wrong spelling or wording written by others very

easily, but that my own mistakes are very often

over-looked. This trend comes from the fact that I

am stuck on the idea that my own thought and

writing is always correct.

People tend to have this kind of prejudice

(ego-attachment). Buddhism teaches that this

attachment is the root of delusion.

We are awakened to this subconscious pit by the

wisdom light of the Buddha. When we hear the

calling of “Namuamidabutsu” (“Be awakened to your

own attachment; Be saved by My compassion”), we

are aware of our own delusion and feel grateful for

His salvation from this plight.
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<October>
36) Glowing Cloud

Bereaved of my parents

then my wife,

and finally my son;

How beautiful the glowing clouds are

in the western sky!

---Rev. Shuko Tsuchihashi

by Miyoko Tsutsumi
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It is said that there are three “saka” (slopes) in
life; “Nobori-zaka” (upward slope), “kudari-zaka”
(downward slope), and “masaka” (Incredible!). And
that “masaka” did happen.

Rev. Shuko Tsuchihashi, former professor of
Ryukoku University, retired from the professorship a
few years before the retirement age so as to devote
himself to his temple tasks in Yamashina, Kyoto.

However, three years after that, his wife passed
away, and one and a half years afterwards, his
temple and its living quarters were burned down by
an accidental fire. Fortunately, in two years, the
buildings of the temple were rebuilt, but a year
later, another “masaka” hit him. His son, who was
teaching at a college in the Kanto area as an
associate professor apart from his family in Kyoto,
took his own life for an unknown reason. Moreover,
the following year found Rev. Tsuchihashi seeing his
son's wife and two children leave the temple.

Certainly, it was a series of “masaka” occurrences.
Yet, he was such a Nembutsu person that he even
adored the glow of the western sky as the light from
the Pure Land, remarking, “The power that makes
me live on appears from the Original Vow of the
Tathagata.”

This is certainly a vivid example of "the benefit of
our karmic evil being transformed into good," which
Shinran shonin asserted the true shinjin person will
surely attain in this life.



- 79 -

<October>

37) Agony

The agony that arises at this moment

is nothing but the royal command of

the Great Compassion of the Buddha.

---Rev. Ryojin Soga

Painted by MiyokoTsutsumi
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Nobody can cross the ocean of worldly life
without persistence or attachment. But Takuboku
Ishikawa confesses in his tanka poem:

How sad it is!

My insatiable self-seeking

has overwhelmed me as a man.

Once you awaken to how strong your persistence is,
you will be visited by the sadness over yourself. You
will then try to escape from the persistence in vain,
and at this moment your agony starts and you
suffer.

Rev. Soga went through that kind of agony and
awakened to the truth that this agony is nothing but
the Tathagata’s royal command:

“Come to me, your parent who saves you in
agony”, that is “Namuamidabutsu.”

There must be other kinds of agony in life such
as come from love and hatred, fear of disease and
death, monetary failure, etc. What obstructs your
desires can be the cause of your agony.

Agony is the greatest chance to meet the
Tathagata.

Agony is the best timing to listen to the Dharma.
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<October>

38) Fruition

“Real”(Jitsu 実) means

that things will unfailingly

reach fruition.

---Shinran's note on his Hymn

Photo by Isamu Tsugo
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In this season of harvest, persimmon and
chestnut trees, etc. are literally bearing their fruits
and nuts.

Shinran Shonin noted in his wasan as follows:

“The light of wisdom exceeds all measure,

And every finite living being

Receives this illumination that is like the
dawn,

So take refuge in Amida, the true and real
light.”

(*true and real: True means free of
falsehood and flattery. Real means that
things will unfailingly reach fruition.)

---Hymn of the Pure Land

Born in the human realm, we all would like to
bring our life to fruition. We don’t want to let it end
fruitlessly. Amida Buddha or the True and Real
Light is the one who singly does his best to make
our life fruitful. Only by encountering His True and
Real Light can our life bear fruit in the form of us
becoming a Buddha. We will be able to attain what
we were born for.

All we have to do is hear Dharma and entrust
ourselves to Him.
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<October>

39) Seat of Dharma Hearing

Say, are you going to take

the seat of the nembutsu?

Say, are you going to take

the seat of shinjin?

Nay, I am going to take

the seat of the Vow.

by Muso Kimura

Yea, I am going to take

the seat of hearing.

by Guseki

by Miyoko Tsutsumi
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Amida Buddha vows, “All sentient beings,
entrust yourselves to the compassionate wisdom of
the Tathagata and say the nembutsu, and I will save
you without fail. “Believing in this Vow and saying
the nembutsu will surely lead you to enlightenment
(saving)” was the basic teaching Shinran learned
from Honen. However, among Honen’s various

disciples were those who practiced the nembutsu
alone neglecting shinjin.

Therefore, one day Shinran attempted to make
sure of their faith by asking each of them to take
either the seat of practice (nembutsu) or the seat of
shinjin---the famous episode of Shinjin-Nembutsu
Seats depicted in Godensho (Shinran's Biography).

In consequence, Shinran and a few others took
the shinjin seat, followed at last by Honen himself.

This episode does not imply that shinjin
excludes the nembutsu, but the Vow stresses both
shinjin and the nembutsu---this is Muso’s viewpoint.

In order to realize how deeply the Vow and the
nembutsu are aimed at saving our own selves,
however, I would like to conclude, the seat of
Dharma hearing is the most important, prerequisite
seat for us modern people to take first.
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<November>

40) False and Insincere

Although I take refuge
in the true Pure Land way,

It is hard to have
a true and sincere mind.

This self is false and insincere;

I completely lack a pure mind.

Gutoku's (Shinran's) Hymn of Lament and Reflection

by Miyoko Tsutsumi
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Mr. Q: When did Shinran compose this hymn?

Priest: At the age of 85 or 86.

Mr. Q: When he should have been mature enough,
how come he sounds diffident of his shinjin
(faith)?

Priest: No, he wasn’t. As his shinjin was firm, he
said so.

After he met Honen at the age of 29
and entrusted himself to the nembutsu of
Amida Buddha’s original vow, he lived all
the time in the light of the Buddha.

Mr. Q: What does it mean to live in Buddha’s light?

Priest: His light lets us see how defiled we are, and
yet it holds and accepts us as we are.

“Revealing how we cannot save ourselves,

Namuamidabutsu vows to save us all the
more because of our unsavability.”

As Shinran had such firm shinjin through
his life, he kept on realizing his false and
insincere self by Buddha’s light and

exclaimed his gratitude that such a self
was being saved by Amida.

Mr. Q: Now I understand why he named himself
“Gutoku” (Fool and Bald).



- 87 -

<November>

41) All Being Ordinary

I am not necessarily a wise man;

He is not always an unwise man;

We are all just ordinary people

having evil passions.

---Prince Shotoku's Seventeen-article Constitution

by Miyoko Tsutsumi
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There lived a couple of elderly sisters.

When they met on the occasion of their parent’s
memorial service, the elder sister complained, “I am
not happy as my family always has problems.” Then
the younger said,

“It may be so because you are a good person. I
am a bad woman, so my family is living
happily.”

“How strange? Why is a good person’s family
unhappy?”

“Well, as you think you are right and that the
other is wrong, there will arise a conflict. As
for me, I am convinced that I am a sinful and
evil woman, so I cannot judge or criticize
others. That may be why my family has no
domestic trouble. All this comes from the
nembutsu, I believe,” said the younger sister
softly.

Shinran Shonin is said to have stated all the
time: “I know nothing at all of good or evil. For I
cannot know that an act is good or evil as thoroughly
as Amida Tathagata knows. I am a mere foolish
being full of blind passions.”

He especially revered Prince Shotoku who
declared that all of us are just ordinary people
having evil passions.
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<November>

42) This Foolish Self

As a foolish being, I feel

all the more gratitude;

To think I will be tied up

with the Original Vow

---by Rev. Ryokan

Firefly-like Moth: by Isamu
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I wonder why great Buddhists call themselves
“foolish” as above?

Shan-tao in China judged himself as “We
ignorant beings”; Rev. Saicho or Dengyo Daishi who
initiated the Hiei Tendai Buddhism labeled himself
as “the most foolish of all the foolish” ; Rev.Genshin,
the author of the Ojoyoshu (The Essential Collection
Concerning Birth), defined himself as “such a foolish
man as I am”; Honen Shonin named himself as
“Ignorant Honenbo," and lastly Shinran Shonin
designated himself as “Gutoku (Foolish and
stubble-haired) Shinran.”

Why is it that all of them sternly realized that
they are certainly “foolish”?

Presumably, finding oneself foolish is the
conclusion of one’s sincere treading of the Buddhist
Way. If you are alien to Buddhism, you would think
of yourself as being clever and wise, but if you
encounter the light of Buddhism, you would come to
realize the fact about yourself.

“How foolish I have been!” Rev. Ryokan
sharply remarks: My foolishness truly cannot be
compared. Bowing one’s haughty head down like
this must be an evidence that one has been
immersed in the light of the Buddha’s wisdom.

The wise man turns out to be a foolish man in
the Light of the Buddha’s Wisdom as Honen Shonin
states:

“Persons of the Pure Land tradition attain
birth in the Pure Land by becoming their
foolish selves.”
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<December>

43) Still Warm Seat

The palm pressed

onto His Treasure Seat

still warm;

Cool breeze

---Tenko (Ven. Zenge)

<December 8 is the day of Shakyamuni's Enlightenment.>

Painted by Miyoko Tsutsumi
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“Namaste,” “Namaste” greeted us into the plane
of Air India around this time 38 years ago. I was
leaving Japan as an attendant to the previous Chief
Abbot Ven. Zenge of the main temple Goshoji on

his Nembutsu Journey to the Buddhist remains in
India.

“Namaste” is a daily greeting in that country, but
I was pleased to learn then that “namas” means “I
respect” and “te” means “you.” What a gracious
greeting it is! When everybody observed, “I respect
you,” there would be no conflict around at all.

This “namas” constitutes “Namu” of
“Namuamidabutsu, so “Namuamidabutsu” implies “I
respect Amida Buddha.” (Shan’tao translated

“namas” as “Kimyo” or “I entrust myself to you.” )

At Buddha Gaya Ven. Zenge placed his palm onto
the big rock where Shakyamuni is said to have sat
in meditation to reach enlightenment, and then
remarked he felt as if the warmth of His Body was
still there. He seemed to have transcended the
physical time gap into the spiritual communion with

Shakyamuni Buddha in the nembutsu.

This was one of the most impressive features of

his nembutsu journey.
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<December>

44) Without Determination

Those who are to die

do not have to be prepared for it;

Prepared is the Pure Land for those

who end without determination,

you know..

---by Rev. Gan'ei Ohgi

by Miyoko Tsutsumi
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Mr. A: I'm stuck, Go'inju-san (Pastor). The doctor

told me that I have cancer; it's spread here and

there!

Jushoku (Priest): Did he? Why, you look so well!

Mr. A: I have made up my mind, though. I have

heard so well that we must accept the

sufferings of birth, aging, illness, and death.

Bomori (Temple Wife): In this modern age there

must be some good medicine around, so I hope

you will get well. Cheer up!

Mr. A: (Smiling) Will I? Well, sure,I don't want to

die, to tell you the truth.

Jushoku: That's natural; we can't blame you. Look,

here (above) is the remark by Reverend Ohgi.

Even if you are not prepared to die, Amida

Buddha understands it wholly. TheTannisho

goes, “At the moment our karmic bonds to this

Saha world run out and helplessly we die,

we nembutsu persons will go to that land.”

Mr. A: Even a man who is not ready to die like me

will be welcomed to His Land, He says? How

deep His Compassion is!
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<December>

45) Ear to Hear Dharma

Even if the whole world is on fire,

be sure to pass through it to hear

the Dharma dauntlessly.

---from Larger Sutra

Painted by Miyoko Tsutsumi
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(The below dailog is a scene from a TV program
where the announcer interviewed a certain prisoner
condemned to death for murder and burglary-;
adapted from Rev.Seiyu Yamori’s serson.)

Announcer: What do you feel the most grateful for?

Prisoner: For the great power that lets me live while

my life is being at stake.

Announcer: Whom do you want to see most now?

Prisoner: I would like to see the victim’s wife and

express my apology from the bottom of my

heart before I am executed.

Announcer: If you are to be born again as a man,

what kind of man do you want to be?

Prisoner: I don’t think such a brutal man as me
would be able to get a human life again,
but if it were possible, I would wish to be
born with an ear to listen to the Buddhist
Dharma.

“May the world be peaceful and may the
Buddhist Dharma spread” was Shinran
shonin’s sincere wish.

Let us hear the Dharma ourselves first, and
then participate in the campaign to
propagate the Dharma.
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<December>

46) Calling Your Name

To call your name

is to love you

To call your name

is from the deep wish

---Adapted from Rev. Seison Nakagawa's essay.

by Miyoko Tsutsumi
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A prefectural school inspector visited an
elementary school in the mountain area and went
around the classrooms. The moment he stepped into
a third grade classroom, he was surprised to see all
the classmates’ faces shining so bright with lively
vigor.

“What is your secret?” he asked the teacher in
charge.

“I am the youngest of all the teaching staff of
this school,” she answered. “I am the least
experienced and skilled, so I always feel sorry for
the children. To compensate for it, I just
determined to call every child’s name and talk to
them at least once a day. To call them with love
like their mother is all that I can do.”

Yes. By her calling their names, the school
children became revived, feeling sure of her
recognition and love for them.

Certainly name calling initiates love and trust.
Yes, we are also being called by Amida Buddha now:

“O traveler, with mind that is single, with
right-mindedness, come at once!”

All the time we are called, “Namuamidabutsu!”

---Adapted from the Osho no Suzuribko 440.
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<December>

47) His Provisions

Say the nembutsu!

This is the essence of the Original

Vow of Amida Buddha;

Within it are all His provisions

made to save you.

To believe in this is

to "rely on Him".

---by Rev. Josen

Photo by Isamu Tsugo
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Some sixty years ago or so when I was a high
school boy, the Ho'onko (Thanksgiving) services were
being held in my temple. An over-ninety-year-old
temple follower named Kayoemon from the
neighboring village attended the occasion in the
evening and called me to sit and write down what he

would utter with a brush and black ink.

“This is what I learned from your great
grandfather as a Dharma phrase for shinjin,” he

revealed and dictated the above.

An ancestor of mine as he was, his phrase is
well said, I think.

“Believe in Amida’s true mind to save you and
say the nembutsu, and you will surely be born in the
Pure Land to become a Buddha.”

This is the core of the Original Vow, and so all
the power and functions to save us are completely
realized in the Vow and Nembutsu. All we have to
do is deeply hear and believe in His great Wisdom
and Compassion on us, and entrust ourselves to
Him. This is what Ven. Rennyo meant, Josen seems
to have interpreted, when he would often say “Rely
on Amida Buddha.”

Let us obediently follow his call, “Say the
nembutsu!”
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<December>

48) My Dear Heart

“So far, for a hundred long years,

My dear Heart has been working

Without stopping even a second,

for me, to my inexplicable joy.”

---a certain temple priest's wife

by Miyoko Tsutsumi
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On the occasion of the One Hundredth Birthday
Celebration for the old temple wife of a certain
temple, the head temple follower interviewed her
asking how she felt about her age of a century. Her
answer was the above words.

Last month, I asked our Sunday School children
to calculate how many times a human heart beats in
his/her life. Suppose it beats 60 times per a minute,
then it beats 31,536,000 times in a year they
answered. It means that if one can live up to 100
years of age, it will have beaten 3.1 billon and more
times without a stop. All the children exclaimed,
“Can’t believe!”

How conscious are we about this faithful worker
in everyday life? How grateful are we for him?
Don’t we take our heart’s beat for granted? Do we
remember thanking it even once, giving it warm-
hearted words?

“It was for this dear heart’s sake that I have been
able to live up to this age. How indebted I am to it!
It is just like Amida called ‘Buddha of Uninterrupted
Light.’ Namuamidabutsu, Namuamidabutsu,”
remarked the devout temple wife.
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Postscript

"May there be peace in the world,

and

may the Buddha's teaching spread!"

Shinran
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